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Schwab immediately offered to sign an agreement
that the Bethlehem Company would not be sold to
any one so long as it had any British contracts under
way And so this American manufacturer with the
German name became one of the strongest indus-
trial allies of the British Government According to
the popular estimate he shipped not far from $300,-
000,000 worth of war materials to England in less
than two years To do this he so increased his
facilities that the Bethlehem Company presently
became a larger munitions plant than the Krupps,
and Schwab's shipyards alone had a capacity for
turning out a larger tonnage than all the shipyards
in Germany One of his particularly interesting
feats was the manufacture of twenty submarines
which were sent in parts to Canada, where they were
pieced together and sent across the Atlantic under
their own power A year or so afterward Ger-
many sent the submarine Deutschland to the United
States and widely advertised the performance as
something unprecedented1

Valuable as all this work was in promoting the
cause of the Allies, it had one result that was still
more important For it prepared financial America
for war. When Congress declared war on April
6, 1917, America, as a nation, had made little